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CITY OF CLARKSBURG



On behalf of the City of Clarksburg, I am delighted to extend a 
warm welcome to our community. We are thrilled that you have 
chosen Clarksburg as the location for your business.

As City Manager, alongside our dedicated administration team, we 
are committed to supporting business growth and prosperity 
alongside our community members, guided by the direction and 
vision of our city elected officials. We extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to our residents and business partners for their unwavering support, 
which continually elevates Clarksburg as an exceptional place to 
work, live, and play. By fostering collaboration, innovative thinking, 
and a steadfast commitment to excellence, we aspire to build a 
community that thrives on unity and progress. 

Clarksburg offers a unique blend of small-town charm and modern 
amenities. Our vibrant downtown, thriving neighborhoods, and 
strong business community make it an ideal place for businesses of 
all sizes to succeed. 

We are committed to providing a supportive and welcoming 
environment for businesses like yours. Our city staff is dedicated to 
assisting you with the registration process, permitting requirements, 
and any other needs you may have. Within this packet, we have 
provided you resources to ensure a solid foundation for 
collaboration and support within Clarksburg, WV.

We believe that your business will be a valuable asset to our 
community. Thank you for choosing Clarksburg as your home. We 
look forward to watching your business grow and prosper.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Fell, City Manager
City of Clarksburg

Welcome Message from 
the 

City Manager



Business Registration Guide

State of West Virginia
www.business4.wv.gov

Form business entity (corporation, LLC, etc.)
File articles of incorporation or organization
Appoint a registered agent
Register for business taxes (income, sales, use, 
etc.)
Register with the Department of Labor 
(employer registration, unemployment 
insurance, worker's compensation)



Business Registration Checklist

City of Clarksburg
www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/247/Openin

g-a-Business-in-Clarksburg
Obtain a Certificate of Occupancy
Code Enforcement (304) 624-1633
Fire Code Inspection (304) 624-1685

Obtain a Clarksburg Municipal Business License
Business and Occupation Taxes
Register appropriate licensure

http://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/247/Opening-a-Business-in-Clarksburg
http://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/247/Opening-a-Business-in-Clarksburg








Resources



The City of Clarksburg is committed to fostering a thriving 
business environment where both new ventures and 
established companies can grow. We understand that 
choosing where to locate or expand your business is a 
significant decision, and we're dedicated to making 
Clarksburg the right choice for you.

Our staff works proactively with businesses of all sizes to 
identify opportunities, overcome challenges, and create 
pathways to success. We believe that when our business 
community thrives, our entire city benefits.

Comprehensive Support and Incentives
Clarksburg offers a variety of local incentive programs 

designed to facilitate business growth and development. 
Beyond our local initiatives, we provide dedicated guidance 
to help you navigate and access valuable state and federal 
funding opportunities that can further support your business 
objectives.

Our team serves as your advocate and partner throughout 
the entire process – from site selection and permitting to 
workforce development and beyond. We pride ourselves on 
providing personalized attention to each business, 
recognizing that your specific needs and goals are unique.

Let's Build Together
We invite you to discover why Clarksburg is an ideal location 

for your business venture. Our combination of strategic 
location, supportive business climate, and dedicated 
economic development resources creates an environment 
where your business can establish roots and grow.

To learn more about specific incentive programs and how we 
can support your business goals, please visit our website at: 

www.cityofclarksburg.com

Our Commitment to Your Success



Connecting with citizens of Clarksburg through 
multiple communication channels:

CLARKSBURG CONNECTIONS

Monthly 
Newsletter

Bi-monthly 
Newspaper 

Feature

Live Video 
Streaming

Municipal 
Website

Social Media:
Facebook
Instagram
LinkedIn
X/Twitter



Business Utility Resources
Trash

Waste Management

Website: www.wm.com/us/en/location/wv/clarksburg
Phone: 304-842-9010

Clarksburg Sanitation

Website: www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/193/Public-Works
Phone: 304-624-8811

Electric 
Dominion Energy

Website: www.dominionenergy.com
Phone: 1-800-541-3541

Water 
Clarksburg Water Board

Website: www.clarksburgwater.com
Phone: 304-624-8811

Gas 
Dominion Energy

Website: www.dominionenergy.com
Phone: 1-800-541-3541

Public Safety Offices

Clarksburg Police Department: 304-624-5555

Clarksburg Fire Department: 304-624-8844

Harrison County Sheriff's Department: 304-624-5555

In case of an emergency, DIAL 911.



Economic Development Agencies

Harrison County Economic Development Corp
Website: www.harrisonedc.com
Phone: 304-624-8866

West Virginia Department of Economic Development
Website: www. westvirginia.gov
Phone: 304-558-2234

Clarksburg Chamber of Commerce
Website: www.uschamber.com/co/chambers/west-
virginia/clarksburg
Phone: 304-623-4261

Small Business Administration (SBA)
Website: www.sba.gov
Phone: 1-800-827-5622

West Virginia Small Business Development Center 
(WVSBDC)
Website: www.wvsbdc.com
Phone: 1-800-646-3987

West Virginia Department of Commerce
Website: www.commerce.wv.gov/
Phone: 304-558-2200

U.S. Department of Commerce
Website: www.commerce.gov
Phone: 1-800-799-7332

U.S. Department of Labor
Website: www.dol.gov
Phone: 1-866-487-9243



Incentives



Business & Occupation Tax Credit 
The City offers a 3 year tax credit to new businesses located in 

designated located in designated areas of the City. These 
areas include Downtown Clarksburg, Glen Elk, and the 
Business and Technology Center. Areas of the City zoned 
Industrial (I-2) and professional services businesses are eligible 
for a 2 year tax credit. The amount of the 3 year tax credit is 
100% of the tax due in the first year of operation, 75% of the 
tax due in the second year of operation, and 50% of the tax 
due in the third year of operation. For Professional Service 
Businesses and businesses located in Industrial zones, the tax 
credit is offered for only a 2 year period, 50% in year one, 
and 25% in year two.

New Businesses
New businesses are required to submit a Tax Credit 
Application and an Owner’s Affidavit (PDF) to certify and 
attest that they will comply with the terms and provisions of 
the program as established by the Director of Finance.

Central Business District 10-year B&O Tax Waiver Program 
Any retail business that has begun operations after May 1, 

2023, has not previously operated the business in the Central 
Business District, and is located in a previously vacant, 
condemned, structure or former professional office-building 
is eligible for a 10-year Business and Occupation tax waiver. 
This waiver is directly tied to municipal sales tax replacement 
revenues, with most businesses receiving this waiver being 
engaged in the sale of personal property or services which 
are subject to a sales/use tax in the State of West Virginia.

Ten Year Program
• First 5-years, 100% City of Clarksburg Business and 

Occupation tax waiver.
• Next 5-years: 50% City of Clarksburg Business and 

Occupation tax waiver.

Tax Credits

https://cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1515/Tax-Credit-Application-and-Affidavit?bidId=
https://cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1515/Tax-Credit-Application-and-Affidavit?bidId=


General B&O Tax Credit 
The City of Clarksburg's General B&O Tax Incentive program 

can save new, expanding, and annexed businesses tax 
money for up to three years.

How It Works
To be eligible for the tax credit, a business must open after 

July 18, 1996 in selected areas of the City, and expand or 
annex an existing business anywhere in Clarksburg after the 
same date. New businesses, if qualified, will receive a B and 
O Tax credit for a percentage of the upcoming three years 
gross receipts according to Table 1. Expanding businesses, if 
qualified, will receive the listed percentage of the 
incremental difference between gross receipts of the year 
prior to, and the three years following the business 
expansion.

For instance, a business making $10,000 per year in the 
Central Business District expands, and applies for the City's 
tax credit program. The business then makes $50,000 per 
year for the next three years. For the first year after 
expansion, the business would only have to pay B and O Tax 
on $10,000 (100% credit on the difference between year 
before expansion and first year after expansion). The second 
year's B and O Tax would be on $20,000 (75% credit on the 
difference between year before expansion and second year 
after expansion), and B and O Tax in the third year would be 
on $30,000 (50% credit on the difference between year prior 
to expansion and third year after expansion).

Investment Amounts
Some new and all expanding businesses need to meet 

minimum qualified investment amounts to be eligible for the 
credit. Different areas of the City will provide different tax 
credits over three years, and need different levels of 
investment to receive the tax credits.

Qualified Investment Needed For New Businesses
As seen in Table 1, new businesses in the Central Business 

District (CBD), Glen Elk Number 1, Glen Elk Number 2, and 
the Montpelier Addition do not need to meet a minimum 
qualified investment amount.

New businesses locating in the Business and Technology 
Center and Industrial (I-2) areas will need to invest a 
minimum of $225,000 and create a minimum number of jobs. 
Fifteen jobs for businesses in the Business and Technology 
Center and five jobs for businesses in I-2 industrial areas.

General B&O Tax Credit



Qualified Investment Needed For Expanding Businesses
• Business expansion can consist of increasing inventory, purchasing 

real property to enlarge, or renovating and modernizing business 
property (all except exteriors).

• The amount of qualified investment needed to receive the tax 
incentive is different for different areas of the City.

• In the Central Business District, Glen Elk Number 1, and Montpelier 
Addition the qualified investment needed is at least $10,000.

• In Glen Elk Number 2 an investment of at least $100,000 and the 
creation of five new jobs is needed.

• Businesses in the Business and Technology Center must expand by 
creating ten additional full-time jobs to be eligible for the credit.

• Businesses in the rest of the city can take advantage of this tax 
incentive program by making an investment of at least $100,000 
toward business expansion.

Maximum Tax Credit
New and expanding businesses in the CBD, Glen Elk Number 1, 

Glen Elk Number 2, and Montpelier areas of the City will be able to 
get B and O Tax credits for up to a maximum of $50,000 over the 
three year program.

New and expanding businesses locating in the Business and 
Technology Center will be able to get $100,000 in tax credits over 
the three year program. Also, any expanding business in the 
Clarksburg City limits (outside of the above highlighted areas), 
that qualifies for the tax credit, will get up to a maximum of 
$100,000 over the three year program. Annexed businesses can 
receive a maximum of $100,000 in tax credits over the upcoming 
three year period.

Fire / Flood Damage
A special one year, one time tax credit is offered to businesses 

damaged by fire or flood where the damage is greater than 50% 
of the fair market value of the real and personal property of the 
business. If the business elects to reopen, the credit is equal to 50% 
of the B and O Taxes owed for each quarter in the first year after 
the business is reopened.

Eligible Businesses
• No application for a tax credit will be considered and no credit 

will be otherwise granted to any business who, at the time the 
application is submitted, is delinquent in the payment of City 
Business and Occupation Taxes. Home-based businesses, financial 
institutions, public utilities, the local cable company, and owners 
of residential rental property, including multi-family apartment 
units, are excluded from this credit program.

General B&O Tax Credit (cont..)



The Downtown Revitalization TIF District includes parts of 
various neighborhoods including the Central Business District 
Glen Elk District, and portions of Northview and Adamston, 
as well as adjacent residential and commercial properties. 
The purpose of the TIF District would be to eliminate blight in 
an aging portion of the City.

The boundary for the TIF District begins at Pride Avenue in 
North View as the farthest north point; the end of Adams 
Avenue in Adamston as the farthest west point, the end of 
Monticello Avenue in Downtown, as the farthest south point 
and the end of Ohio Avenue in Montpelier as the farthest 
east point. The primary intersection streets throughout the 
enter district are: North 13th Street, West Pike Street, Milford 
Street, West Main Street, North 4th Street Bridge, Clark Street 
Bridge, Ohio Avenue and North Florence Street.

Clarksburg TIF District



The City of Clarksburg has a large area that has been 
designated as SBA’s HUBZone program eligible. The HUBZone 
program supports small business growth in historically 
underutilized business zones with a goal of awarding at least 
3% of federal contract dollars to HUBZone-certified 
companies each year. 

For more information on HUBZone certification and the 
HUBZone program eligibility in the Clarksburg area, please 
visit: https://www.sba.gov/partners/contracting-
officials/contracting-program-administration/hubzone-
administration

Clarksburg HUBZone



Trying to find the right place is difficult! The City of Clarksburg 
is committed to expanding our economic base, including 
providing information to prospective residents and 
businesses on properties that are available and those that 
would benefit from development. This information is 
frequently updated and subject to change.

Further information is available at: 
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/348/Property-
Information

Property Information

Overview
The Clarksburg Land Reuse Agency (Clarksburg LRA) 

promotes the productive use of property by identifying 
available properties suitable for public space, housing, 
commercial uses, industrial uses, or for general preservation, 
and pursuing the acquisition, management, inventory, and 
disposition of those properties according to the priorities 
established by ordinance

Land Reuse Agency (LRA)



Overview
The Urban Renewal Authority (URA) is a commission 
of the City that buys and sells property for 
development purposes. The URA is able to reinvest 
profits made on development projects into other 
economic development programs.

Regular Meetings
•2nd Thursday of every month at 8:15 AM

Programs
Façade Improvement Grant
•Facade Grant Program Guidelines
•Facade Grant Application (PDF)

Interest Subsidy Loan Program
• Interest Subsidy Loan Program

Side-Lot Program
•Side Lot Program Application
•Side Lot Program Guidelines

General Redevelopment Program
•General Redevelopment Program Application
•General Redevelopment Program Guidelines

Additional URA Resources
•Urban Renewal Authority Bylaws (PDF)
•Resolution Establishing the Clarksburg Urban 
Renewal Authority (PDF)

•Current Redevelopment Plan (PDF)
•Current Façade Improvement Grant Program 
Guidelines (PDF)

•Current Harrison County Economic Alliance Loan 
Program Resolutions (PDF)

Urban Renewal Authority (URA)

https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/2071
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/2070
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/249/Interest-Subsidy-Loan-Program
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1201
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1618
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1616
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1617
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/2051
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1105
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1105
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1109
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/2052
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/2052
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1108
https://www.cityofclarksburgwv.com/DocumentCenter/View/1108
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